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Victory Riders Calgary ended the 
old riding year and started the 
new one on January 12.
 Vicmas!, the club’s annual 
year-end event, this year featured 
something new and a surprise as 
well as the  vicious, nasty, mean 
exchange and theft of gifts.

In the end, most everyone 
went home with some pretty great 
presents that included Arlen Ness 
autographed t-shirt and hat, Victory 
LED headlight, leather chaps, jug 
of Jack Daniels, Progressive shock 
pump, Victory engraved flask, 
Victory t-shirts, a shop shirt and 
a Victory wall clock among many 
others. More photos Page 2

President Drifter Don thanked 
the club for a good riding year and 
handed out the High Miler trophies. 
Mark A. took the men’s side with 
a verified 24,578 kms. Laura L.  
took the women’s trophy with 
2,672 kms. Magic Miler trophy was 
won by Vice President John B. Four 
randomly generated numbers came 
up in his 15,802 km total.

John B and Mark were among 
eight club members who recorded 
more than 10,000 kms last year. To 
recognize their accomplishment, 
President DDon introduced the 
10K Club and presented patches 
to: Mark A., Lloyd M., Mark M. 
(absent), John B., Doug I., Ed G 
and Road Captain Big Don.  And 
he kept one for himself.  All tolled 
they rolled up more than 140,000 
kilometres in 2022.

The Ecstasy and the Agony of Vicmas!

Vicmas! is an evening of highs and lows, as Woodie and James discovered.

President Drifter Don presents Mark 
A. with  his trophy for 24,578 kms. 
Trophies were donated by Member 
Joan’s company A Second Time.

Laura L. took women’s High Mil;er 
with not quite as many kms as Mark.

Vice President John B. won  the 
Magic Miler trophy. His 15,802 
kms included the four randomly 
generated numbers. Big Don photo 
bombs.

Some members arrived early for  the 
Lighthouse Pub’s pasta night.
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Vicmas! was January 12...
Everyone won  at the annual gift exchange

Victory ROADS

Contribute!
Send your own story, photos or 
story ideas to: 
VictoryRidersCalgary@gmail.com

How about a photo and write 
up on your bike? Why and how 
did you pick that one? What 
modifications have you done? 

Got something for sale  
(Victory-related)? Post it here.

Welcome to our
new members
Victory Riders Calgary now has 
377 members, according to 
our Facebook site.
Members who joined recently 
include:
• Joel Mauricio
• Alex Portocarrero
• Allan Hofer
• Mike Donahue
• Brad Mcdougall
• David Johnson
• Onyliz DeCas
• Ken Ziolkoski
• Fateh Zubair
• BreatheEasy SolutionsInc

Three steals later, it’s a keeper. Ed’s clock.

Big Don scored Playboy. Soon stolen.

Randy kept the Arlen Ness signed goods.

What you chose initially was rarely what you got to keep, as everyone found out.

Club Treasurer James ponder his choice.

Wes steals Big Don’s Playboy brochure.

George’s battery tender & phone holder.
Pristine Victory T for Marilyn and Lloyd.

February 3-5 - Move Your Soul 
Community Motorcycle Show 
New Horizon Mall

Upcoming 
Rides & Events

Contacts
• President - Drifter Don 

DrifterDon@gmail.com 
Cell: 403-512-7528

• Vice President - John B 
John660258@gmail.com

• Secretary - KD 
BertheletKD@gmail.com

• Treasurer - James H. 
jhamling@me.com

• Road Captain - Big Don 
jumpmaster@shaw.ca
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by Big D 
 Well, I have completed my 
first year as a VRC Road Captain. 
I believe, overall, everything 
went pretty well and I’m pretty 
happy with our accomplishments. 
I would take some time to 
summarize our performance over 
the season as well as learnings 
and feedback I received from all 
this travel.  

 I reviewed the mapping logs 
of all the rides I was responsible for 
with VRC (I did not include rides 
hosted by other RC or groups). 
I have tabled the stats on my 
rides to make things a little more 
presentable.

Some Observations:
•  I hosted 18 rides which totaled 
7,000 kms for the season.
•  Rides were approximately 400 kms 
in length. 
•  Hwy 40 (includes 1A) was our 
most popular ride, followed by the 
Bearberry Saloon.
•  May, June and July were the 
busiest months with August, 
September and October seeing a 
dramatic drop with my rides. 
 In reviewing the VRC 
events for August and September, 
there were a number of rides 
completed through the club, 
organized by others. These other 
events attributed to a drop off my 
scheduled events.
 Two rides were cancelled, 
one for weather and the other for 
illness. 

The majority of my rides were 
during the week (14 out of 18.)

RC Learnings & Feedback 
•  Check to see if anyone in the 
group has any issues that may 
require additional stops. 
 Please let your RC in 
advance if you have any issue that 
may require more frequent stops or 
longer halts. 
•  Riders failing to keep speed with 
the group. 
 Some riders seem to 
be uncomfortable keeping a 
tight formation which results in 
frustration with other riders being 
stuck behind the slower rider.  
(Accordioning or caterpillaring)

 I will be 
asking riders 
to keep tight 
formations 
(keep up). 
Failure to do 
so may result 
in offending 
rider(s) being 
placed at the 
rear.

•  Passing cars breaking into the 
group.  
 This is dangerous practice 
where sleds will attempt to pass 
the group and then will cut in 
when it becomes unsafe to pass.  A 
vehicle in the middle of a group of 
motorcycles changes the dynamics 
of our group and can potentially 
result in serious issues.  
 I will be asking for this issue 
to be brought up at one of our 
monthly meetings to determine 
what the best approach might be in 
dealing with this issue. 
•  Increase the number of weekend 
rides.  
 I don’t offer many weekend 
rides as I’m retired and ride mostly 
during the week. However, going 
forward, I will make sure there are 
weekend rides scheduled regularly. 

More Variety in Rides.
 This is a challenge for any 
RC, and I will attempt to identify 
some different routes. 
 I may look at longer trips 
(2 days) in order to access some 
different routes.
 If you have any suggestions 
as to where we might want to go 
(day trips or otherwise) please let 
me know.

Speed
 For anyone riding with me, 
I travel the speed posted + 10% 
depending up on conditions.  
 For more difficult roads I 
travel at the speed posted +/- 10%.
 For really difficult roads I 
travel the speed I believe to be the 
safest for the group.
 If a rider is uncomfortable 
with a speed, please let the RC 
know. 
 Riders should always ride to 
their ability. 

Safety Briefings
• Are mandatory for all VRC rides.
• Follow the direction given by the 
RC.
• Have a question? Please ask. 

Road Captain’s View...
Reviewing 2022 and looking forward to 2023  
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Everyone knows the phrase 
“Two wheels move the soul.”  
Some Calgary motorcycle 
enthusiasts are putting that 
into practice. Move Your Soul 
is a three-day community 
motorcycle show planned for 
New Horizon Mall on February 
3 to 5.

Victory Riders Calgary has 
been invited to put a display 
into the show at no cost. This 
opportunity will  be on the 
agenda at the January 22 
Breakfast Meeting.

Ideally we would have two 
or three Victorys on display 
as well as members staffing 
the booth. Some logistics 
are involved to make that 
happen; to be discussed at 
the meeting. 

Move Your Soul
motorcycle show

Don’t get caught without 
your VRC Challenge Coin. $15 
(cheaper than buying a round.)

President Drifter Don toasted the end of the 2022 riding season 
and the start of the new one before handing out the High Miler 
trophies for 2022. 2023 High Miler starts in April.

Customizing idea: Kodlin 2011 
Cross Country with custom 
26 inch front fender, wheels, 
fenderbags and stretched  and 
lowered gas tank.

Answers below...


